
Vol 2 | 2015-2016

BASELINE BRIEFING
The Annual Progress Report of the Eight Mile Boulevard Association



TABLE OF CONTENTS

SPOTLIGHT: 8MBA STAFF TEAM

1 Message From 8MBA Leadership Team

3 2015-2016 Accomplishments 

12 8MBA’s Newest Program - the Expo

13 Did You Know?

16  Destination 8 Mile - a Corridor Guide 

18 8MBA Member Testimonials

21 8 Mile Development Update

Jordan Twardy, Executive Director: Jordan has been with 8MBA since 2012. 
Jordan leverages diverse training and experience in his role: an Urban Planning 
Master’s Degree and Real Estate Development Certificate from the University of 
Michigan and six years of community and economic development at the City of 
Warren. Jordan’s primary focus at 8MBA has been to guide the strategic growth of 
our regional efforts. 

Anna Schroen, Director of Programs: Anna Schroen comes to 8MBA with a 
strong background in community relations, event management and media. Prior 
to completing a Challenge Detroit Fellowship at the Detroit Lions, Anna worked for 
Public Sector Consultants, NPR and Michigan State University. Anna is a passionate 
Detroit resident and advocate for neighborhood and local business investment. An-
na’s focus at 8MBA is community engagement and program management. 

Trish White, Director of Business Development, Detroit Revitalization  
Fellow: Receiving her bachelor’s in political science and English from Central Mich-
igan University and then her master’s degree in public policy from George Washing-
ton University, Trish built her career in Washington DC’s nonprofit world with cam-
paigns on transportation and land use policies. Trish’s focus here at 8MBA is the 
expansion of our business-oriented services, from marketing and resource sharing 
to place-making and more. 
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MESSAGE FROM 8MBA LEADERSHIP TEAM

It is our pleasure to welcome you to the second edition of the Baseline 
Briefing, The 8 Mile Boulevard’s annual report. In this report you will find 
a sampling of our accomplishments and projects throughout the year, and 
highlights of the great things that are happening on 8 Mile. We hope you’ll 
agree that our shared partnership is continuing to build on our long history 
of success.

Looking for a way to get involved in 8 Mile? You can:

Volunteer
8MBA hosts several cleanups throughout the year, where we clean up parks, 
public art, neighborhoods, and our median gardens and much more. Go to 
eightmile.org/Hands_on_8_Mile to sign up and for more information.

Donate/Sponsor
Our mission and our projects are possible through the support of the cities, 
counties, businesses, organizations and individuals who believe in the 
importance of 8 Mile. Your donations greatly help us on our path toward a 
connected, beautiful, safe and successful 8 Mile. Go to eightmile.org/sponsor 
to learn more. 

Be an Ambassador
As an 8 Mile stakeholder, you likely have an 8 Mile story of your own. Help 
us tell it to the region! Sign up for our e-newsletter at eightmile.org to stay 
informed on 8 Mile’s continuing progress. Show off your #8Smile and share 
our success with family, friends, colleagues, and social media followers. 
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2015-16 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

8MBA GAINING EARLY SUCCESS IN ROLL-OUT OF ACTION: 2018
   

Our 3-year work plan, ACTION: 2018, was adopted in August 2015 and is focused on taking 8MBA’s activi-
ties to the next level. This year, the plan’s roll-out has already borne significant fruit toward that goal. This 
year was marked by the launch of several initiatives, from the Home Improvement Expo and our Master 
Plan, to the reorganization and growth of existing programs. Below are a few highlights from that work.

2015 Leadership Luncheon Breaks Records, Positions for Growth 

In 2015 – the Luncheon’s 16th consecutive year – we set a fundraising record, generating over $98K with 
more than 750 guests. A key goal of ACTION: 2018 is to continue to gather more stakeholders under our 
regional tent and provide crucial resources for our mission. This growth is made possible by the commit-
ment of the region’s “Big 4” leaders and a dedicated family of sponsors who assert 8 Mile’s importance 
each year through this can’t-miss event.

8MBA Establishes ‘Neighborhood Task Force’ to Organize  
and Refine Programs

This year, 8MBA has reorganized several of our community focused programs under the umbrella  
“Neighborhood Task Force”. This change simplifies the communication of our neighborhood programming, 
such as our neighborhood cleanups, the Facade Improvement Program and our Median Garden program. In 
addition, the restructuring will formalize a renewed emphasis on neighborhood impact in all of our pro-
grams. 8MBA has also begun offering limited capacity services to member block clubs, such as our fiducia-
ry service to the Binder Street Block Club, which received a game-changing grant from Michigan Communi-
ty Resources.  

Clean the D has become Hands On 8 Mile!

With the adoption of Action: 2018, 8MBA wanted to ensure that our community cleanups and safety proj-
ects reflect the connectivity between all cities and communities on 8 Mile, and also reflect the personal 
connection that all of our volunteers and sponsors have to the corridor. Last year’s community cleanups 
saw over 100 volunteers tackling projects such as the 8 Mile Obelisks, Farwell Community Park, Detroit 
Vintage Coffee and many more!

DAD BUTLER PARK
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YEAR IN REVIEW | 2015 - 2016 ACCOMPLISHMENTS



Knudsen Park Ribbon Cutting
   

One of the most exciting projects on 8 Mile was 
the revitalization and reinvestment in Knudsen 
Park. IIn 2015, 8MBA cut the ceremonial ribbon on 
the newly-revived park, which was transformed by 
an investment of over $100K that was secured by 
8MBA and the City of Detroit from multiple sourc-
es. The park had fallen on hard times that reflect-
ed the city’s struggles, and was maintained by a 
handful of residents in the area. The funds put in 
a new basketball court, a walking path, benches, 
playground equipment and grills for the communi-
ty. 8MBA also has committed to ensuring the park 
remains safe and maintained and has plans to im-
prove the safety of the surrounding neighborhood. 

Median Garden Signage Update

One of 8MBA’s most important activities is cre-
ating a sense of continuity and place along the 8 
Mile corridor. Our median gardens, in place since 
1995, is one way we do that, with lush gardens 
and signage that identifies the many communi-
ties connected by 8 Mile. Starting in 2016, our 
11 community signage gardens will get a fresh 
new look as the signs are re-faced and new plants 
installed. Six signs have already been sponsored 
and will be refaced this year. Call us at 313-366-
3388 to get one for your organization. 

Congratulations on your  
17th Annual Leadership Luncheon

2015-16 ACCOMPLISHMENTS (Cont.)

KNUDSEN PARK

2015-16 Sign Sponsors: Belmont, CITGO, Comerica, 3M, DTE, ITC
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Business Development

In 2015, 8MBA welcomed Trish White from The 
Detroit Revitalization Fellowship Program, an initia-
tive of Wayne State University bringing mid-career 
leaders to stimulate growth within Detroit’s civic, 
community and economic development landscape. 
We are thankful to the program for sponsoring Trish’s 
salary with a 90% subsidy grant. 

8MBA has always served as a catalyst for busi-
ness attraction, retention and growth on the 8 Mile 
corridor. With the addition of Trish, we are able to 
intensify our efforts to support a vibrant business 
community. Trish will lead work on a series of tangi-
ble benefits for our businesses, including a resource 
toolkit and the following services:

BUSINESS PROMOTION: In order to realign the 
public opinion of Eight Mile’s assets, we are embark-
ing on a series of promotions to spotlight our retail 
from large anchors like Gateway Marketplace to the 
small, independent businesses, drawing more cus-
tomers and ultimately more revenue to the corridor.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE: We are engaging directly with business owners to help them navigate and take 
advantage of the many financial and technical support opportunities available. 

NETWORKING: We are hosting a series of events to allow our businesses to benefit from continuous interac-
tion with each other, as well as connecting with neighborhood groups and elected leaders. 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT: 8MBA 
partnered with the University of Michigan Ross 
School of Business to conduct research and 
provide recommendations regarding sharing 
services such as security or landscaping, Re-
sults from their research will form the basis of 
our security shared service pilot with an eye to 
forming a business improvement district in the 
near future.

2015-16 ACCOMPLISHMENTS (Cont.)

8MBA MEMBER LEWIS TIRE SERVICE OF HAZEL PARK

Tami of Xper Car Care Presents to 8MBA Board
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A F T E RB E F O R E

B E F O R E A F T E R

B E F O R E P R O P O S E D

2015-16 8MBA Façade Improvement Program Accomplishments

The 8MBA Façade Improvement Program (FIP), established in 2008, is a competitive grant program that 
offers financial and design assistance for aesthetic enhancements to Eight Mile Properties. This program 
supports properties that are attractive targets for renovation and projects that create benefits for the com-
munities and businesses surrounding them. In 2015, we reached a new milestone with our 24th project, 
and a total of more than $3MM in private investment on 8 Mile to-date through FIP. Below are two projects 
we completed this year thanks to funding support from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation.

Michigan Motor Exchange Completed September 2015
The Michigan Motor Exchange is an auto repair and used car sales company that has served Metro Detroit 
since 1945. Through the FIP, the 8 Mile Michigan Motor Exchange location replaced their signage,  
improved their lighting, security cameras, flagpoles and awnings.  

Detroit Vintage Coffee Completed September 2015
Detroit Vintage Coffee is an independent shop that opened in 2015 and quickly became an iconic neighbor-
hood fixture for weekend gatherings over coffee, tea and snacks in an eclectic environment.. Through the 
Mercedes-Benz Financial Services Week of Caring program, Detroit Vintage received a fresh coat of paint, 
faux stone front, landscaping, and a mural, making the shop’s exterior as inviting as the interior. 

Birwood Block In Progress - Completion Expected in Fall 2016
The Birwood block is directly west of Detroit Vintage Coffee on 8 Mile in Detroit. Inspired by the work done 
next door at Detroit Vintage, the property owners are transforming two vacant storefronts, which will round 
out the block of 8 mile from Birwood to Griggs with quality storefronts. Now, the two storefronts will be re-
stored and new tenants will be attracted which will bring life to a distressed pair of properties. The project 
is funded by Detroit’s CDBG Program, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation and Wayne County.
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1st Annual Metro Detroit 
Home Improvement Expo
   

8MBA will organize and host the first annual 
Metro Detroit Home Expo to spotlight the con-
centration of home improvement businesses 
on the Eight Mile corridor for the thousands of 
local residents renovating homes and build-
ings. The expo will include a vendor showcase 
of 50-60 home improvement businesses, as 
well as a job fair to address high unemploy-
ment and skilled trades shortage and finance 
workshops to connect property owners with 
banks. Centrally located at JJoe Dumars Field 
House, on Eight Mile adjacent to the former 
Michigan State Fairgrounds, we anticipate 
drawing hundreds of visitors and potential 
customers for our Eight Mile businesses. Visit 
www.detroithomeexpo.com for more info.

2016 METRO DETROIT HOME EXPO

Connecting Eight Mile Road’s Home Improvement  
Professionals to the Local Renovation Boom



• 8 Mile is home to the largest 
retail shopping center in the city of 
Detroit (Gateway Marketplace)

• 8MBA has completed 24 Façade 
Improvement Projects since 2008, 
bringing over $3 million in private 
investment to 8 Mile

• 8 Mile has its own walk of fame 
at 13411 8 Mile

• 8MBA is hosting the first ever 
Metro Detroit Home Improvement 
Expo on May 21, 2016!

• 8 Mile has Detroit’s only first 
run movie theatre, the Bel Air 10 
Theatre

• 8MBA has raised over $850k for 
8 Mile in the last five years

• 8 Mile & Livernois is home to 
Bakers, the oldest Jazz Club in the 
US

•8MBA has a Tool Rental Program 
where members can borrow tools 
for neighborhood cleanups for free

• The first ever parade on 8 Mile 
was in 2015 for the Veterans Day 
celebrations!

DID YOU KNOW?
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GUIDE TO EIGHT MILE

FOOD & DRINK

RETAIL

THRIFT

1. Gateway Marketplace (Meijer, Marshalls, Petco  
    and more)
    (1301 8 Mile Rd)
2. Belmont Center (Imperial Market, Motown Coney 
    Island and more)
    (1900 E 8 Mile, Detroit)
3. Royal Towne Center Shopping Center
    (8920 W 8 MIle, Royal Oak Charter Twp)
4. Sam’s Club
    (22500 8 MIle Rd, Southfield) 
5. Eastland Center (Macy’s, Home Depot and more)
    (18000 Vernier Rd, Harper woods, MI)

11. Fred’s Unique Furniture
      (14091 8 Mile Rd, Warren, MI 48089)
12. Salvation Army
      (5600 E 8 MIle, Detroit MI)
13. Rescued Treasures Thrift Store III
      (13859 E 8 MIle Warren, MI)

6. Miss E-Vee’s Soul Food
    (201 8 Mile Rd, Detroit, MI 48203)
7. Lana’s Bake Shop
    (27212 8 Mile Rd, Southfield, MI 48033)
8. Lucki’s Cheesecakes
    (681 8 Mile Rd, Ferndale, MI 48220)
9. House of Reuben
    (14693 8 Mile Rd, Warren, MI 48089)
10. Blue Moose Tavern
      (31650 8 Mile Rd, Farmington Hills, MI  
      48336)

25 10
7

4
21

29

14

Eight Mile – A Corridor Bursting 
With Opportunity

The Eight Mile corridor is an incredibly vast and diverse 
place. You’ll find something for everyone along the 27 
mile span that we serve. Browse the categories below 
for a few highlights along the many categories of 8 Mile 
offerings, as well as recent development projects.

OAK PARKSOUTHFIELD

FARMINGTON HILLS

FARMINGTON

LIVONIA REDFORD TWP
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

RECREATION/ATTRACTION

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

14. Pinter’s Flowerland
      (27233 8 Mile Rd, Redford Charter Twp, MI  
      48240)
15. Gardner-White Furniture
      (21100 W 8 MIle Rd, Warren MI)
16. Excel Lighting & Electrical Supply
      (2667 E 8 MIle Rd)
17. Art Van Furniture
      (13855 E 8 MIle Rd, Warren)

18. Walk of Fame
      (13411 8 Mile, Warren)
19. Detroit Vintage Coffee
      (10335 8 Mile Rd, Detroit, MI 48221)
20. Bel Air 10 Theatre
      (10100 East 8 Mile Road, Detroit, MI  
      48234)
21. Northland Roller Rink
      (22311 8 Mile Rd, Detroit, MI 48219)
22. Birwood Wall
      (20222 Birwood St, Detroit MI)

26. Veterans Day Parade
      (4400 8 Mile Rd, Detroit, MI 48234)
27. Birwood Block (FIP)
      (10331 8 Mile Rd, Detroit MI)
28. Michigan Motor Exchange (FIP)
      (3500 8 Mile Rd, Detroit, MI 48234)
29. Hagopian (FIP)
      (14000 8 Mile Rd, Oak Park, MI 48237)
30. Warren Conner Creek Bike Path Connector
      (Van Dyke & 8 Mile Detroit to Warren)
31. Applebee’s
      (2111 West 8 Mile Rd, Detroit, MI 48203) 

31
19

22

3 23
24 2

16 28

26

12

20

18
5

1517

13

11 9

23

1

1

8 6

22. Birwood Wall
      (20222 Birwood St, Detroit MI)
23. Dad Butler Park
      (2034 8 MIle Rd, Detroit MI)
24. Knudsen Park
      (20468 Omira St, Detroit, MI 48203)
25. Founders Park
      (35500 8 Mile Rd. Farmington Hills, MI  
      48335)
1.   Planet Fitness
      (1301 8 Mile Rd)

HARPER WOODS

EASTPOINTEWARRENHAZEL PARK

FERNDALEOAK PARK

ROYAL OAK TWP

DETROIT
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MEMBER TESTIMONIALS

E’LOIS MOORE, President of the Binder Street Block Club
E’Lois and her group have been 8MBA Members since 2013 and she’s led efforts to improve Farwell Field 
with a community garden, neighborhood radio patrols and more.”

In Her Own Words: “Three years ago I went to a meeting with 
8MBA. I went and they were talking about their work on 8 
Mile. I mentioned something about our community garden at 
Farwell Field and everybody jumped at that. I was so excited. I 
thought, are these people going to do this for us for real?”
   They sent oodles of volunteers with the bright green shirt to 
come out and help us. I was just amazed because it was more 
green, young people out there helping us to clean up than 
ever before. And ever since then it just took off”
   Jordan and his team have brought  us contacts, been ex-
tremely responsive and inclusive of our community.
   8MBA is so important for our community, and that’s why I’m 
a member.”

ERIK TUNGATE, City Manager of Oak Park:
Erik has led an aggressive, all-team approach to revitalization at the City of Oak Park, completing their new 
city hall ahead of schedule and under budget, attracting new business investment such as the FedEx distri-
bution center and more. The City of Oak Park, led by Mayor Marian McClellan, has been an 8MBA Member 
since 1993.” 

In His Own Words: I honestly could not have anything better to 
say about the organization. They’re go-getters. They’re pro-
gressive and the loyalty and support that they provided to us 
has been instrumental. It’s very important that we have that 
booster in what is our most challenged border. 
   Rather than turn our backs to the 8 Mile Border, we’ve now 
made it our front door.  With all of these new developments, 
I think we’re going to see new opportunities in places along 
8 Mile that we haven’t seen before. Through 8MBA, we can 
come together united around beautification, streetscapes, 
economic development and community building. 
   Our efforts can change the current narrative to one where 
people see the corridor as cutting edge, as a hip place to find 
yourself, and 8MBA is the glue to bring us all together. There’s 
an immovable force at work on 8 Mile and we’re excited to 
come together to see it through.  

E’LOIS MOORE

8MBA serves a diverse family of stakeholders, from block clubs and businesses to cities, 
counties, and even state agencies and foundations. Each of these stakeholders has a  
story to tell about their partnership with 8MBA, and the success we’ve been able to 
achieve together.

“If it weren’t for 8MBA I’d really be  
pulling my hair out!”

“8MBA has been one of our most  
loyal advocates”

ERIK TUNGATE



SAAD ABBO, President US Ice Corp.:
Saad is one of 8 Mile’s longest standing business owners at more than 20 years on 8 Mile. Saad has grown 
U.S. ice, a company started with his father, into one of Michigan’s most successful businesses, and part-
nered with 8MBA in 2015 on the expansion of his facility with an investment of more than $1M.

In His Own Words: I’ve been a member of 8MBA since 
1995. When I was trying to get our property rezoned 
last year, 8MBA showed up to every meeting for us and 
made a huge difference. If we didn’t have that kind of 
support, we would have had to leave the Detroit and 
we’d be a year behind. 
   Going through the facade improvement process with 
8MBA helped my business grow tremendously. Everyone 
asked me why I was spending all that money on the 
facade and told me I should just paint my building. But, 
I knew from working with 8MBA that the investment is 
worth it and the design process pushed me to go to the 
next level with my building. Since then, we’ve gotten a 
lot of corporations, festivals, restaurants and businesses 
to be customers. I’ve been able to add technician jobs 
and ice sculpting jobs, too. 
   8 Mile gives us the visibility, the name and the ac-
cess that no other place could, so we treat 8 Mile like 
our front yard, not like our garage. When one business 
invests, then there’s another one and another one; it’s 
a chain reaction. I’m pushing my neighbors to do more 
and to do better. I’m going to be here for a long time, 
at least 40 years longer, and 8 Mile will always be my 
headquarters. 

Congratulations to the 

Eight Mile Boulevard Association on  

your 17th Annual Leadership Luncheon

        Jean

“If it weren’t for 8MBA I’d really be  
pulling my hair out!”

“8MBA has been one of our most  
loyal advocates”

SAAD ABBO

“8MBA helped grow my business”
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2015 was an exciting year for development on 8 Mile, with several open-
ings, announcements, and literal earth-moving projects. From Detroit’s 
first Applebee’s, the beginning of construction at Save-a-Lot in Hazel Park, 
and the new FedEx Distribution Hub in Oak Park, and a host of midsize and 
small business projects in between, 8 Mile has many reasons to look to 
2016 and beyond with optimism. 

GATEWAY FULLY LEASED

Gateway Marketplace, Detroit’s largest retail development of over 350K 
SF, became 100% leased this year. The project was rounded out with the 
coming of Detroit’s first Applebee’s at the corner of 8 and Woodward, and 
Planet Fitness, which opened in 2016. Gateway is an important regional 
shopping destination, serving neighborhoods in Detroit, Ferndale, Hazel 
Park, and more with retail, dining and 
fitness options that were not available 
or abundant before. Led by REDICO, 
an 8MBA Member Business, the proj-
ect has created a catalytic splash and 
true neighborhood benefit on 8 Mile.

8MK - THE NEWEST 
‘UNION JOINT’

In 2016, Union Joints restauranteur 
Curt Catallo announced that he’ll be 
transforming the former WWJ build-
ing at 8 and Meyers in Oak Park into 
Metro Detroit’s newest signature 
restaurant, 8MK, a homage to its radio 
heritage. Catallo will be preserving 
the Albert Kahn masterpiece and 
restoring it to its former glory, includ-
ing the restoration of interior murals. 
8MBA partnered with Oak Park and 
Oakland County on this new part-
nership and already secured $15K to 
support placemaking efforts near the 
restaurant, which is slated to open in 
2017. The announcement rounds out 
an incredible year for Oak Park, which 
also broke ground on a new 300K SF 
FedEx Distribution Hub at the former 
Armory site just off 8 Mile.

DEVELOPMENT SPOTLIGHT















SIR SPEEDY



Organized Construction
 Industry Coalition

PROJECT PARTNERSHIPS
MEMBER COMMUNITIES &
GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

8MBA thanks all our partners for  
making our mission possible since 1993

SPONSORS


