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Intersection Design Enhancement Program

Driver, pedestrian & business environments

Counties, cities, neighborhoods, businesses

Template solutions for 8 Mile cities

Business facades & signs

North & south gateways

Public development spurring private 
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• Business Façade Clinics



Increased Driver Mindfulness

Increased Decision Cues

A More Positive Image…..”Mind Change”

Intersection Goals:



Opportunities and Constraints: Movement
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Opportunities and Constraints: Unifying Elements





Open Communities to new possibilities by changing

the “mind” about the potential of the corridor.
From 8 MILE FRAMEWORK FOR UNIFYING ELEMENTS

Celebrating Community: 8 Mile “People Panels”







Opportunities and Constraints: Visual Unity







FINAL CONCEPT



WEST END



INTERSECTION TREATMENT



Design Options



TYPOGRAPHIC INTERSECTION MARKERS

EASTSOUTH



PROPOSED MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT



DETROIT GATEWAY



HAZEL PARK - WARREN  GATEWAY



GATEWAYS





Template Elements

• Treat every intersection as the distance between th e Michigan turns

• Consider commercial businesses in these zones as par t of the design program

• Be sure to address gateways north and south

• Typographic intersection markers at major intersect ions

• Mast arm supports for traffic lights and signage

• Integrated “double-post” regulatory signage systems t o minimize clutter

• Countdown crosswalk signals for major intersections

• Stamped colored concrete for all crosswalks

• Intensified landscaping between Michigan turns

• Cross walk areas back from the intersection where c rossing is “safer”

• Pedestrian lighting along 8 Mile

• Knee walls along 8 Mile to minimize splash, discoura ge jay walking, screen lights & bumpers 

• Welcome signs for the gateways



Business Façade & Signage Strategies
Hazel Park Businesses
Wireless Toyz
Videoplex

Warren Businesses
Professional Collision
NRJ Construction
Richard’s Auto Parts
Mohawk Plaza

Detroit Businesses
Mr. Check Cashing
Golden Greek Lounge
Mars Cleaners
Brownie’s Discount Mufflers/Pipes
Bali Motel
Belmont Property
Babe’s Barber Salon
Fish King



















Signs

Remove signs from vacant properties

Remove signs & letters from the sides of buildings

Reduce the number of signs

On larger buildings, individual letters often look better than large sign faces

Respect the lines of the architecture when placing signs on the building

Awnings are not signs; use them for shade on south & west-facing facades

Keep shop windows free of posters and signs as much  as possible

Facades

Remove anachronistic elements that detract from the  facade’s integrity

Maintain the appearance of the building over time

Respect the original geometry of the building

Don’t add unnecessary elements; enhance what’s ther e already

Paint Schemes

Use non-contrasting colors

Avoid white except for details / special effects

Paint all sides of a building the same color to inc rease the sense of mass

Break down the scale of larger buildings with horiz ontal color banding

When repainting consider the color of neighboring b uildings

Choose a color for the smaller details and stick wi th it

General Business Façade & Signage Guidelines
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